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great Creator, principles“ of humanity, and the dictates of 
-___- common ſenſe, muſt convince all thoſe who reflect upon 


5 


A DE CLARATION, Se. 


r it was \ bollible bor wen whe N their bn to 1 
believe, that the divine author of our exiſtence in- 5 
125 6 ” Tanged a part of the human race to hold an abfolute pro- 
perty. in, and an unbounded power over others, marked 
out by his infinite goodneſs and wiſdom as the objects of 
A4 legal domination, never rightfully refiſtible, however 
ſevere and oppreſſive, the inhabitants of theſe colonies 
might at lealt require from the parliament of Great Bri- 
tain ſome evidence; that this dreadful authority over them 


Has been granted to that body. But a reverence for our 


ti ſubject, that government was inſtituted to promote 
the welfare of mankind, and ought to be adminiſtered for 


be peculiarly rebrobated by the very conſtitution of that 
EkEindom, and deſperate of ſucceſs in any mode of conteſt, 
wWuere wn ſhould be had to truth, law, or right, have 
at leng 

and impolitic purpoſe of enſlaving theſe colonies by vio- 
lence, and have thereby rendered it neceſſary for us to 


> the attainment of that end. The legiſlature of Great 
Britain, however, ſtimulated by an inordinate paſſion for 


a power, not only unjuſtifiable, but which they know to 


deſerting thoſe, attempted to effect their cruel 


cloſe with their laſt appeal from reaſon to arms. — Let, 


dowerer blinded that aſſembly may be, by their intem- 


perate rage for unlimited domination, ſo to flight juſtice 
and the opinion of mankind, we eſteem ourſelves bound 


by obligations of reſpect to the reſt of the world, to make 

known the juſtice of our cauſe. | 
Our forefathers, inhabitants of the iſfand of Greap kri- 

tain, left their native land; to ſeek on theſe ſhores a reſi- 


_ dence for civil and religious freedom. At the expence of 
their blood, at the hazard of their fortunes, without the 


leaſt charge to the country from, which they removed ; 


by unceafing labour, and an unconquerable ſpirit, they ef- 
fected ſettlements in the diſtant and inhoſpitable wilds of 


America, then filled with numerous and warlike nations 


of barbarians. Societies or governments, veſted with per- 
fect legiſlatures, were formed under charters from the 


e 


e was eſtabliſhed be- 


tween the golonies and the kingdom from which they de- 
_ rived their origin The mutual benefits of this union 
became in a, ſhort time ſo extraordinary, as to excite aſto- 

nuhment. It, is univerſally confeſſed, that the amazing 

increaſę of the wealth, ſtrength; and navigation of ths 

realm, aroſe trom this ſouree; and the miniſter who ſo 
Witeiy and ſucceſsfully directed the meafures of Great 

Britain ia the late war, publickly declared; that theſe co- 

loaies enabled her to triumph over her enemies. To- 
wards the concluſion of that war, it pleaſed our ſovereign! 

to make a change in bis conncils. From that fatal mo- 
ment the affairs of the Britiſh empire began to fall into 

conf aſton, and gradually ſliding from the ſummit of glo- 
Nous proſperity, to which they had been advanced by the® _ 
virtues and abilities of one man, are at length diſtracted by OX 
the convulſions that now ſhake it to its deepeſt founda«s 
tions. The new miniſtry finding the brave foes of Bri- 

tain, though frequently defeated, yet {till contendingy _ 
took up the ugtfortunate idea of granting them a balty; 
peace, and of then ſubduing her faithful friends. 

_ Thele devoted colonies were judged to be in ſuch a 

ſtate, as to preſeut victories without bloodſhed, and all 

the eaſy emoluments of ſtatuteable plunder. The unin- 

terrupted tenor of their peaceable and reſpectful beha- 1 
beg ee colonization, their dutiful, 1.208 


zealous, and uſeful ervices during the war, though ſo re- 
 ecatly and amply acknowledged in the moſt honourable - | 
manner by his majeſty, by the late king, and by parhas : | 
went, could not fave them from the meditated innova © 
tions. Parliament, was influenced to adopt the perai- 
cious project, and aſſuming a new power over them, have, 
in the courſe of eleven years, given ſuch deciſive ſpeci?- 
mens of the ſpirit and oonſequences attending this power, 
as to leave no doubt concerning th effects of aequief- 
cence under it. They have undertaken to give and grant 45 
dur money without our conſent, though we have ever 
exerciſed an exelufive right to diſpoſe of our own pro- 
perty. Statutes have been paſſed for extending the jurif- 
diction of courts of admiralty and vice admiralty, beyond 
their antient limits, for depriving” us of the accuſtomed 
and ineftimable privilege of trial by jury; in caſes — | 
both life and property; for ſuſpending the *legiflature of | 
one of the colonies ; for interdicting all eommetee of and oj 
. OE —- ther; „„ 


) 
| thee; aud 8 kundamentälly the Lonver's govern- | 
ment; eſtabliſhed by charter, and fecured by acts of its 
own'legillature ſolemniy confirmed by the crown; for 


ting the murderers” of colonies from legal trial, 5 


1 in effect from puniſhment; for erecting in a neigh- 


bouring province, acquire ꝗ by the joint arms of Great 


Britain and America, a deſpotiſm dangerous to our very 


exiſtence; and for quartering ſoldiers upon the coloniſts 


in time of profound peace. It has alſo been reſolved in 
parliament, that coloniſts charged with committing cer - 
tain offences, ſhall be tranſported to England to be tried. 

Bat why ſhould we enumerate our injuries in detail? 
By one ſtatute it is declared, that parliament can of 
right make laws to bind us in all caſes whatſoever.“ 


What is to defend us againſt ſo enormous, ſo unlimited 


a power? Not a ſingle man of thoſe who aſſume i it, is cho- 


ſen by us; or is ſubject to our controul or influence : But 


on the contrary, they are all of them exempt from the o- 


5 ation of ſuch laws, and an American revenue, if not 
diverted from the oſtenſible purpoſes for which it is rai- 


ſed, would actually lighten their own burdens in propor- 
tion, as they enereaſe ours. We ſaw the miſery to which 


ſuch deſpotiſm would reduce us. We for ten years inceſ- 


ſantly and ineffectualiy beſieged the throne as ſupplicants; 
-we' reaſoned, we remonſtrated with parliament in the 
moſt mild and decent language. But adminiſtration, ſen- 
fible that we ſhould regard theſe oppreſſive meaſures as 


freemen ought to do, ſent over fleets and armies to enforce . 


them. The indignation of the Americans was rouſed, it 
is true; but it was the indignation of a virtuous, loyal, 
and affectionate people. A congreſs of delegates from the 

united colonies, was aſſembled at Philadelphia, on the 
ch day of laſt September. We reſolved again to offer an 


humble and dutiful petition to the king, and alſo addreſ- 
fed our fellow - ſubjects of Great Britain, We have pur- 
ſued every temperate, every reſpectful meaſure;' we have 


even proceeded to break off our commercial intercourſe 
with our fellow ſubjects, as the laſt peaceable admonition, 


that our attachment to no nation upon earth ſhould ſup· | 


5 plant our attachment to liberty. This, we flatter our- 
ſelves, was the ultimate ſtep of the controverſy : But ſub- 


- ſequent events have ſhewn, how ' vain was _ ops” of 


| finding moderation i in our enemies. 
„„ — ove 
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Several dic 3 agaitit.che roles 
inferred i in his majelty's ſpeech. Our petition, | odio. 
we were told it was a decent one, that has majeſty had 
been pleaſed to receive it graciouſly,” and to promiſe lay- 

ing it before his parliament, was hudd led into both houſes 
amongſt à bundle of American papers, and there neg. 
leded. The lords and commons in their addreſs, in the 
month of February, ſaid, that . a rebellion at that tiine 
actually exiſted within the province of Maſſachuſetts Baß; 
and that thoſe concerned in it, had been countenaunced 
and encouraged by unlawful combinations and engage - 
ments, entered into by his majeſty's ſubjects in ſeveral of 
the other colonies; and therefore they beſought his ma- 
eſty that he would take the moſt effectual meaſures to en- 
force dye obedience to the laws and authority of the ſu- 
preqme legiſlature. Soon after the commercial inter- 
cqurſe of whole colonies, with foreign countries and with 
each other, was cut off by an act of parliament; by :ano- 7 
ther, ſeveral of them were entirely prohibited from the | 
fiſheries in the ſeas near their coaſts, on which they al“ 
ways depended-for their ſuſtenance ;\ and large reinforeę · 
ments of ſhips 0 troops were e immediately. ent over 80": 
| General Gage. EY. 5 e ane e e s 
| | _ Franels: Were all the entreaties, arguments and elo- 
gqauence oſ an illuſtrious band of the moſt diſtinguiſhed” - 
peers and commoners; who nobly and ſtrenuouſiy aſſerted 


. the juſtice of our cauſe, to ſtay or even to e ee ö 

r heedleſs fury with which theſe accumulated and uner- + 6 

f ampled outrages were hurried on. Equally ſruitleſs was 

5 the interference of the city of London; of Briſtol, and ma- 

e ny other reſpectable towns, in our favour. Parliament 

n adopted an inſidious manœuvre, calculated to divide us, 

. | to eſtabliſh a perpetual auction of taxations, where colony 2 
-- | ſhould bid againſt colony, all of them uniaforaied what _ 3 
e | ranſom ſhould redeem their lives, and thus to extort from | 
ſs | us at the point of the bayonet the unknown ſums that : 

n, | ' thould be ſufficient to gratify, if poſſible to gratify, mini 

= ſterial rapacity, with the miſerable indulgence left to us 

r of raiſing in our ou · mode the preſcribed tribute. What | 
yu terms more rigid and humiliating could have been dicta- * 
of | ted by remorſeleſs victors to conquered enemies? In our | 
I circumſtances, to Wen "them: TAO . to N 
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nn FIN cnfelligence of thipls ER . 
on this continent, General Gage, who" in the cobrſe of 
the laſt vear had taken poti-flion of the town of Boſton, 
in the province of Maſſachuſetts Bay, aud {till occupied it 
as à garriſon, on the 9th day of April fent out tro that 
place a large detachment of his army, u ho made an n- 


provoked aſſault on the inhabitants of the faid pr ovidce;! 


at che tom of Lexington; as dppears by the affidavits of 
a great numberot perſons; tote of whom were officers and 
ſoldiers of that detachment, murdered eight ct the inha. ö 
bitants, and wounded many others. From thence th 
troops proceeded in warlike array toſthe town of Cu- 
cord; wh-re they ſet upon another party of the inhabi- * 
tauts of the ſame province, killing ſeveral, and fu dunded 
more, until compelled to retreat by the comntry people 1 
ſuddenly aſſembled to repel this:cruel aggreſhon. Hoſtili- 
- ies thus commenced by the Britiſh rroops. have been fines” 
praſecuted by them without regard 104 anth gr reputations 4 


Phe inhabitants of Bofton being confined within that 


- town by the general their: governor, and having i in order” 
to procure heir diſmiſſion entered into a treaty with him 
it was ſtipulated that the ſaid inhabitants, , having 3 f 


ed their arms with their own magiltrates, ſhould bave li- 


| | berty to depart; taking with them their other effects. 


They accordingly delivered up their arms; but in open 


violation of honour, in defiance of the obligation of trea- 
ties, which even ſavage nations eſteem ſacred, the gover- 7 
nor ordered the arms depoſited as afeiveſaid; that they 
might be preſerved; for their owners, to be ſeized by 4 


body of ioldiers, detained the yreateft/ part of the inha- 


bitants in the town, and compelled the few who were per- 

- mitted to Toros to leave their molt Funes etlects be- 

hind. © i 14 | 
By this Welle wives are grated ach their dean 


children from their parents, the aged and fick from their 


relations and friends, Who wiſh to attend and comfort 


them; and thoſe who have been uſed to live in plenty, 


and even elegance, are reduced to deplorable diſlreis. 
The general, further emulating his miniſterial maſters, 


by a proclamation hearing date on the 12th day of June, 


after venting the groſſeſt talſe hoods and calumnies againſt 

the good pevp'e of theſe colonies, proczeds to declare 

them all, eicher oy name or deſcriptor, to be rebels and 
. 5 SF aitors, i 


— 
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| wt to faperſede of Honea the. the cominon Fm th 
inſtead thereof to publiſh and order the uſe and exerciſe - 
of the law martial.” —His troops have butchered our 
countrymen; have wantonly burnt Charles-Town, be- 
ſides a conſiderable number of Houſes in | other. places; 
our ſhips and veſſels; are ſeized ;. the neceſſary ſupplies | 
of proviſions are intercepted, and be is exerting his ut? 
moſt power to ſpread n and dais around 
them. 236x005 . f 26 
We have received rde intelligence, that General ; 
Carleton; the governor of Canada, is inſtigating the pes 
ple of that province and the Indians to fall upon us; ang 
we have hut too much reaſon to apprehend, that ſchemes 
have been formed to excite domeſtic enemies againſt us; 
In brief, a part of theſe colonies now feels, and all of them 
are ſure of feeling, as far as the vengeance of adminiſtra - 
tion can inflict theai; the complicated calamities of fire, 
ſword, and famine. We are reduced to the anne 
of chuſing an unconditional ſubmiſſion to the tyranny; of 
irritated miniſters, or reſiſtance by force. The latter is 
our choice. We have counted the coſt of this conteſt, 
and find nothing ſo dreadful as voluntary ſlavery. Ho- 
nour, juſtice and humanity, forbid us tamely to ſurrender. 
that freedom which we received from our gallant. _— | 
tors, and which our innocent poſterity have a right. te 
receive from us. We cannot endure the infamy. and 
guilt of reſigning. ſucceeding generations to that wretch- _ 
_ edneſs which inevitably awaits them, if we baſely entail | 
hereditary: bondage upon them. 1+ aa 
DO.ur cauſe is juſt: Our union is Fe Our internal 
reſources are great, and if neceſſary, foreign aſſiſtance i is 
undoubtedly attainable. We gratefully: . he as 
ſignal inſtances of the divine favour towards us, that his 
providence would not permit us to be called into is fe-- 
vere controverſy, until we were grown up to our preſent 
ſtrength, had been previouſly exerciſed. in warlike . e 
tions, and poſſeſſed of the means of defending ourſelves. 
With hearts fortified with theſe animating re! ſections, we 
moſt ſolemnly before God And the wor! declare, E 
exerting the utmoſt energy of thoſe powers, which 
beneficient creator hath graciouſly beſtowed upon us, the 
arms we have been compelled by our enemies to'aſſume; 
we will, in defiance of every hazard, with unabating * 
8 neis 


* 


neſs and 8 e for the preſervation e 
Iiberties, being with one mind reſolved to die ago 
1 Yer than to live flaves. s. I 
Let this declaration ſhould difquiet he nila bs our 
Friends and fellow ſut jects in any part of the empii e, we 
aſſure them, that we mean not to diſſolve that union 
which has fo long and ſo happily ſubſiſted between us, 
and a hich We ſincerely with to fee reſtored- Neceſſity 
Has not yet driven us into that deſparate meaſure, or in» 
duced us to excite any other nation to war againſt them. 
We have not raiſed armies with ambitious deſigns. of ſe⸗ 
p rat ng from Great britain, and eſtabliſhing independent 
ſt tes. We fight not for glory or for conqueſt. We ex- 
hi itto manking- che remarkable ſpectacle ot a people at 
tacked by unprovoked enemies, without any ia putation, 
or even ſuſpicion of offence. They boaſted of their pri- 
vileges and civilization; and yet profiler no > mi'der condi- 
: tio; is than ſervitude or death. Re 
In our own native land, in defence of PR W that 
is ou! birtbright,” and which we ever enjoyed till the late 
vio ition of it ; for the protection of our property, acqui- 
red'intely by the hoveſt indyftry of our foreiathers and 
ourfe'ves, againſt” violence actually offered, we have ta- 
ken up arins. We hall lay them down when holtilities. 
ſialVecaſe on the part of the aggreſſors, and all danger 
of their being renewed ſhall be removed and not before. - 
Wirk an humble confidence in the mercies of the ſu- 
me judge and ruler of the vniverſe we moſt devoutly 
implore his divine goodneſs to conduct us bappily thro? 
this great conflict, to diſpoſe our adveriaries to reconcili- 
at on on reaſonable terms, and thereby to reheve the em- 
pire from the calamities of civil war. 
* order of Cosonzss, J. HANCOCK, Prefident. 
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The TwEeLvEUnNTrD COLONIES by: 8 Delegates 
- in Congreſs, #5 the Inhabitants G Great-Britain | 


Fr. ends, Counrtymen, and retbren, | 
Y theſe and every other appe lation that may deli 18. 
nate he ties which bind US to each other, we entreat 
our ſerious attention to this our ſecond attempt to pre- 
vent their diſſolution. Remembrance of former friend · 
ſhips, pride in the glorious atchievewents of our com- 


mog ere and affection for the heirs of their virtues, 
hays 


— 


8 "(ts ES Ps 
have hitherto preſerved our mutual coanrioa; But 
when that frendſhip is violated by the groſſeſt injuries, 
when the pride of anceſtry becomes our reproach, and 
we are no otherwiſe allied than as tyrants and flaves, 

when reduced to the melancholy l altei native of renoune- 
ing your favour or our freedom, can ve n ee e . 
| the choice ? Let the ſpirit of Britons determine 
In a former addreſs we aſſerted our rights and ſtated 
the injuries we had then received, We hoped that the 
mention of our wro xz onld/ have rouſed that honeſt 
indignation which has flept too long for” your honour or 
the welfare of the e pire, But we have not been per- 
mitted to entertain this: pleaſing expectation? every day 
brought an accumulatidn of injuries, and the invention 
of the miniſtry has bee conſtuntly exerciſed/in mene to 
the calamitics of your Aa rican breth renn | 
After the ' molt valuable right of legiſlatiou was in- 
fringed, when the powers aſſumed by your ' parliament, 
in which we are not repreſented, and from our local and 
other circumſtances cannot properly be repreſented, ren- 
dered our property precarious.” After being denied that 
mode of trial to which we have;long been indebted; for 
the ſafety ot our perſons and the preſervation of our li- 
berties; after being in wany inſtances diveſted of thoſe 
laws which were tranſmitted to Us by our common an- 
ceſtors, and ſubjected to an arbitrary code, compiled un- 
der the auſpices of Roman tyrauts; after annulling thoſe 
charters which encouraged our predeceſſors to brave 
death and danger in every ſhape on unknown ſeas, in de- 
ſarts unexplored, amidſt barbarous and inhoſpital na- 
tions! when without the form of trial, wichout a public 
accuſation, whole colonies were condemned;” their trade 
deſtroyed; their inhabitants impoveriſhed. When fol- 
diers were encouraged; to embrue their hands in the 
blood of Americans by offers of impunity; "when new 
modes of trial were inttituted for the ruin of the accuſed, 
where the charge carried with it the horror of convic- 
tion, when a deſpotic government was eflabliſhed in a 
neighbouring province, aud its limits extended to every 
of our frontiers, we little imagined tharanything could 
be added to this black catalogue of unproveked injuries; 
but we have unhappily been deceived”; and the late mea- 
| ſures of the Britiſh it folly conyince us, that their 


1 | 


* 


| obje i is the reduQion « thels colonies. to barer and 
ruin. 1 ES 
To om 3 — -="W let us 5 agg attention. to 
f the affairs of America, ſince out laſt addreſs; let us com- 
bat the cgalumnies of our enemies, and let us warn you 
of the dangers that threaten you in our deſtruction. 
Many of your fellow ſubjects whoſe ſituations e 
them of other ſupport, drew their maintenance from 
the ſea ; but the deprivation of our liberty being inſuffi- 
cient to ſatisty the reſentment of our enemies, the hor- 
rors of famine were ſuperadded; and a Britiſh parliament, 
wha in better times, were the protectors of .innocence, 
and the patrons of humanity, have without diſtinction of 
age or ſex, robbed thouſands of the food which they 
were accultomed to draw from that inexhauſtible ſource, 
placed in their neighbourhood by the benevolent creator. 
Another act of your legiſlature ſhuts our ports, and 
prohibits our trade with auy but thoſe ſtates from whom 
the great law of ſelf· preſervation renders it abſolutely 
neceſſary we ſhould at preſent , withhold our commerce. 
But khis act, (whatever may have been its deſign) we con- 
ſider as rather i injurious to your opulence than our inte; 
reſt, All our commerce terminates with you; and the 
wealth we procure from other nations is ſoon exchanged | 
for your ſuperfluities. Our remittances muſt then, ceaſe 
with our trade, and our refinements with our affluence. 
We trüſt, however, that laws which deprive us of every 
bleſſing but a ſoil that teems with the neceffaries of liſe, 
and that liberty Which renders the enjoyment of them 
ſecure, will not relax our vigour in their defence. 1 i 
We might here obſerve on the cruelty and inconſiſtency 
of thoſe, who white they publickly brand us with re- 
-proachful and unworthy epithets, endeavour to deprive 
us of the means of defence, and by their interpoſition with 
foreign powers to deliver us to the lawleſs ravages of a 
mercileſs ſoldiery. But happily we are not without re- 
ſources; and though the timid and humiliating appli- 
eations of a Britiſh miniſtry ſhould prevail with foreign 
nations, yet induſtry, prompt by neceſlity, will. not 
leave us without the neceſlary ſupplies. 
We could wiſh to go no further and not to wound 
the ear of humanity, leave untold thoſe rigorous acts of 
1 which are * exerciſed in * town of Boſ. 
ton, 


„„ 
ton, did not we bope by diſelaming their deeds ad nun 
ifhing the perpetrators, you would ſhortly vindicate the 
honour of the Britiſh name, and re eltabliſh the violated 
laws of juſtice. _ 1 

That once populous, gering abt: commercial town 
is now garriſoned by an army ſent rot to protect but to 
enſlave its inhabitants. The civil government is over- 
turned, and a military deſpotiſm erected upon its ruins. 
Without law, without right, powers are aſſumed unknown 
to the conſtitution private property is unjuſtly invaded 
the inhabitants daily ſubjected to the licentiouſneſs of 
the ſoldiery, are forbid to remove in defiance of 9 
Dey rights, in violation of the moſt ſolemn compacts 
if, after long and weariſome ſolicitarion, A paſs 1 is pro- 
chit? their effects are detained, and even thoſe who are 
moſt tavoured have no alternative but poverty or ſlavery. 
The diſtreſs of many thouſand people, wantonly de- 
prived of the neceſſaries of life is a ſubje@ o on Which we 
would not wiſh to enlarge. | 
Vet cannot but obſerve, that a Britiſh biet (unjultified 
even by ads of your legiſlature) are daily employed in 
raining our commerce, ſeizing our ſhips, and depriving 
Whoſe communities of their daily bread. Nor will a re- 
| | gard tor your honour permit ns to be ſilent, while Britiſh 
troops ſuliy your glory by actions which the moſt inve- 
terate enmity will not palliate among civilized nations „ 
the wanton and unneceſſary deſtruction of Charleſtown, a 
large, ancient, and once populous town, jult before de- 
ſerted by its biene who had fled to avoid the fury 
of your foldiery. --_ © — 
f you till retain to ſetticheltte of ixompibog! by 
which Britous have ever been diltmguiſhed—if the huma- 
nity which tempered the valour of our common anceſtors 
has not degenerated into mee you win pgs 7 the mi- 
ſeries ef their deſcendants. . 
To what are we to attribute this treatment ? . if to any 
ſecret principle of the conſtitution, let it be mentioned. 
Let us learn that the government we have long revered 
is not without its defects, and that while it gives freedom 
to a part, it neceflarily enſlaves the remainder of the em- 
Pire. If ſuch a principle exiſts, why for ages has it ceaſed 
to operate? Why at this time is it called into action? 
Can no reaſon be ailgned tor this conduct: ? or mul it | 
2» it 
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be tad into wanton exerciſe of arhitrary power; 7 And. 
 thall the deſcendants of Britons tamely. ſubmit to. this? — 
No, Sirs ! we never will; While, wereyere the memory 
Jof our gallant and vicuous anceſtors, we never can ſur- 
render thoſe , giarious privileges for which they fought, 
bled, and conquered, . Admit. that yourfleets could de- 
ſtroy our towns, and ravage our ſea coaſts; theſe are in - 
couſiderable objects, things of no moment, to men whoſe 
boſoms glow with the arduur of liberty. We can, retire, 
beyoad the reach of your navy, and, without any. ſenſi- 
ble diminution of the neceſſarics of life, enjoy a luxury 
hich from that period you will want; TRE ee. 
OF BEING FREE. cafe i 
We know the force of your arms, and were they 245146 
forth in the cauſe of juſtice and your country, we might 
Ergad the exe 799. But will B: itons fight under the ban - 
vers of tyranny ? Will they counteract the labours, and 
' diſgrace the victories of their anceſtors? Will they ſorge 
chains for their poſterity ? If they deſcend to this un- 
worthy taſk, will their ſwords retain their edge, their 
arms their, accuſtomed vigour ? 5 Britons can never be- 
come the inſtruments of oppreſſion, till they loſe, the 
ſpirit of. freedom by which alone they are invincible... " 
Our enemies charge us with ſedition; in what does it. 
sonſiſt In our refuſal to ſubmit to un warrantable aQs., 
of injultice; and cruelty? if ſo, ſhe w us a period in your . 
Hiſtory, in which, n have not been equally editious. 4 
We are accuſed of aiming at independence; but how ; 
is this accuſation ſupported? By the allegations of your 
miniſters, not by our actions —Abuſed, inſulted, and 
contemned, what ſteps have we purſued to obtain redreſy? 
We have carried our dutifol petitions to the throne ; we 
have applied to. your juſtice for relief; we have retrench- 25 
ed our luxury, and withheld our trale. | 
The advantages of our commerce. wer? deſigned as a 
compenſation for your protection: when you ceaſed to 
rotect, for what were we to compenſate? _ © 
What has been the ſucceſs of our endeavours ? the : 
clemency of our ſovereign is unhappily diverted; our 
petitions are treated with indignity; our prayers an- 
_ ſwered by inſults. Our application to you remains un- 
noticed, and leaves us the melancholy apprebenſion of 


your wanting either the will, or the powers, to . us. 
Even 
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Fes under thele e wa meaſures have- 
we taken that betray a defire of independence? 2 Have We 
called in the aid of thoſe foreign powers, who. are the 
rivals pt your prandevr ? When your troops were few 
and defenceleſs, did we take advantage of their diſtreſs 
and expel them our towns? or have we perm! itted them 
to 1 to receive new BY, and to acquire additional 
ſtrength? 

Let not your enemies and ours erſasde you, that in 
this we were influenced by fear, or any other unworthy 
motive. The lives of B Britons are till dear to us. T hey 
are the children of our parents; an uninterrupted 1 inter- 
courſe of mutual benefits had knjt the bonds of friendſhip. 
When hol: lities were commenced, when on 4 late occa- 
ſion we were wantonly attacked by your troops, though 
we repelled their afſaults, and returned their blows, yet 
we lamented the wounds they obliged us to give; nor 
bave we yet learned to roicy at a victory over Englith- 
men. 

The inhabitants of this country apply themſelves chief. 
ly to agriculture and commerce. As their faſhions and 
manners are ſimilar to yours, your markets mult afford 
them the conveniences and luxuries for which they ex- 
change the produce of their labours. The wealth of this 
extended continent centers with you; aud our trade is 
ſo regulated, as to be ſubſervient only to your intereſt, 

Fou are too reaſonable to expect that by taxes (in addi- 
tion to this) we ſhould contribute to your expence, to 
believe after diverting the fountain that the ſtreums can 
flow with unabated force. 

It has been ſaid that we refuſe to ſubmit'to the tee 
tions on our commerce. From whence is this inference _ 
drawn ? Not from our words; we have repeatedly decta- 
red the contrary ; and we again profeſs our ſubmiſſion 
to the ſeyeral acts of trade and navigation paſſed before 
the year 1763, trulting, nerertheleft, in the equity and 
Juſtice of parliament, that ſuch of them as, upon cool 
and impartial confideration, {tall appear to have impo- 
fed unneceſſary or grie vous reſtrictions, will, at ſome hap- 
pier period, be repealed or altered : and we _chearfully 
conſent to the operation of ſuch acts of the Britiſh partia- 
ment as ſhall be reſtrained to the regulation of our ex- 
ternal commerce, for the purpoſe of ſecuring the com- 
cervin 
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"mercial ons of the whole empire to the mother- 
country, and the commercial benefits of i its reſpective 


__ members, excluding every idea of taxation, internal: or 


external, for railing a revenue on the ſudjects i in America 


wit bout their conſent. 


It is alledged that we contribute nothing. to the com- 
mon defence; to this we anſwer, that the advantages 


; < 


which Great Britain receives from the. monopoly of our. 
trade, tar exceeds our proportion. of the expence neceſ- 
fary for that purpoſe, But thould theſe advantages be. 


inadequate thereto, £t the reſtriction on trade be remov- 


ed. and we will readiiy contribute ſuch proportion when 


conſlitutionally required. 


It is a foundamental principle of 3 Britiſh conſtitu- 


tion, that every man ſhould have at leaſt a repreſenta- 
tive ſhate in the tormatien of thoſe laws by which he js 


bound. Were it other wiſe, the regulation of our inter- | 


nal police by a Britiſh parliament, who are, and ever 


will be, unacquainted with our loca! circumſtances, mult | 


be always inconvenient, and trequently oppreſſive, wor k- 


ing our wrong without yielding apy pollhle advantage. 


to you. 
A plan of accommodation (as it Ds hes abſurdly 


called) has been propoſed by your miniſters to our re» 


ſpective aſſemblies. Were this propoſal tree from every 
other objection but that which ariſes from the time of 
the offer, it would not be unexceptionable. Can men 


deliberate with the bayonet at their breaſt ? Can they. 


treat with freedom while their towns are ſacked ; when. 


daily inſtances of injuſtice and oppreſſion diſturb the, 


flower operations of reaſon ? _ 
If this propoſal is really lach as you ſhould offer and 
we accept, why was it delayed till the nation was put 


to uſeleſs expence, and we were reduced to our preſent 


melancholy ſituation ? If it holds forth nothing. Why 
was it propoſed ? Unleſs indeed to deceive you into. a 
belief that we were unwilling to liſten to any terms of 
accommodation. But what is ſubmitted to our conſi- 
| deration ? We contend for the diſpoſal of our: property; 


we are told that our demand i is unreaſonable ; that our 


aſſemblies may indeed collect our money, but that they. 


muſt at the ſame time offer; not what, your exigencies 


or ours may e but ſo much as ſhall be deemed. 
24 : ain * 
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him to provide for favourites and dependant (a recur- 


' rence to your own treaſury will convince you how little 


of the money already extorted from us has been applied 


to the relief of your burthens.) To ſuppoſe that we 
would thus graſp the ſnadow and Jus: vp 1 e 


is adding inſult to injuries. 


We have, neverthelefs, again reid an Anwobie : 
and dutiful petition to our ſovereign; and to remove 
every imputation of obſtinacy, have requeltets- bis ma-" 
| jeſty to direct ſome mode by which the united applica- 


tions of his faithful coloniſts may be improved into à 
happy and permanent reconciliation, | We are willing 


to treat on ſuch terms as can alone render an accom- 
modation laſting ; and we flatter ourſelves, that our 


pacific endeavours will be attended with a removal of 


the troops; a repeal of thoſe laws, of the operation of 


which we complain on the one part, and a diſſolution 
of our army and commercial affociations on the other. 

Yet conclude not from this that we propoſe to ſurren- 
der our property into the hands of your miniſtry,” or 


veſt your parliament with a power which may terminate 


in our deſtruction. The great, bulwarks of our conſti- 


tution we have deſired to maintain by every temperate 


by every.peaceable means; but your miniſters, equal 
foes to Britiſh and Kern freedom, have added to 


their former oppreſſions an attempt to reduce us by the 


ſword to a bale and abject ſubmiſſion. On the ſword 


therefore we are compelled'to rely for protection, theagh . 


_ ſhould victory declare in your favour, yet men train«d 
up to arms from their infancy, and animated by the 
love of liberty, will afford neither a cheap or eaſy con- 
queſt. Of this at leaſt we are aſſured, that our ſtruggle 
will be glorious, our ſucceſs certain, ſince even in death 


we ſhall find that freedom Khich in life you for did us t0 
enjoy. 


Let us now aſk what iP e are to aneas hos! 


reduction? The trade of a ruined and de ſolute county 

is always inconſiberable; its revenue trifling ; the ex- 
pence of ſubjecting and retaining it in ſubjection certain 
and inevitable. What then remains but the gratifi- 


ea tion of an ill judged pride, or the 7 of N us | 


fabſerviet to deſigns on your liberty... 
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8 8 their ſwords i in 
ra their Aoterican-brethgen, Will mak dra them wh I 
more reluctance againſt you. When too late yo may 


; 4 > Jament the lois of that freedom. which We-4 ern you, _ 


While i in your power, to preſer ve 
On te other hand, thovid you prove nſpccelifoll; * 
ſhould chat connection which, we moſt ardently- wiſh td: | 
ines be diſſolved; ſhould your miniſters exhaüſt 
your creaſures; Walle che blood of your countrymen in 
vain aſtempts on our liberty, do they not deliver . 
ee and deſenceleſs to your natural enemies 
Since thence yuur liberties mult be the * 5 your 
- viories,- your ruin of your defeat, what blind fatalny 
can uege er ee e all that Britons 5 
+ Hogs dear! 7 > 
If you have no regard to then ee 5 chat Hed Go — 
ages ſubſiſted between us; if you have forgot the 
wounds we received fighting by your: fide, for the exten» 
tion of the empire; if our commerce is an object below 
your conſideration; if juſtice and humanity have; loſt. 
their influence on your hearts, ftill motives are not 
wanting to escite your indignation at the meaſures now 
eee your wealth, enn ende - ages Hbevryugre' 
at Malt pes FFF 
„No wichſtanding the: ra . we eee ee 
we lometimes forget our own afflictions to anticipate 
and ſympathize i in yours. We-grieve that raſh and in- 
conſiderable councils ſbould precipitate. the deſtruction 
of an empire, which has been the envy and admiration _ 
of ages; and call God to witneſs {+ that we would part 
with our property, endanger our lives, and ſacrifice: 
every thing but liberty to redeem you! rom ruin, 
A cloud hangs over your heads and ours; ere th 
ke you, it may probably have burſt upon us; let 
us then, (before the remembrance of former kindneſs W - 
obliterated) once more repeat thoſe. appellations which 
axe ever grateful in our ears. Let us intreat Heaven to 
avert our ruin, and the deſtruction that threatens our 
friends, bretheren. and countrymen on the otherfide- of 
the Atlantie. By the order of Congreſs, 
FH: 3 JOHN HANCOCK, ne ; 
„Aci sd by CraRLES THOMPSON, Secretary. 
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